Press Statement: Singapore Overseas Network Hong Kong draws to a close
successfully

The Singapore Overseas Network (SON) - formed to tap the collective
experience and expertise of Singaporean professionals in Hong Kong on issues
regarding the economic development of Singapore as well as strengthen the emotional
ties between overseas Singaporeans and Singapore - submitted its final

recommendations to the Economic Review Committee (ERC) in October 2002.

2 The SON Hong Kong report, covering 17 recommendations by five working
groups, details a desire to engender Singaporeans with a thoroughbred global citizen
mindset and greater entrepreneurial gusto. It also marks the end of a positive and
fruitful experience for many of the network’s champions. “As members of SON
Hong Kong would attest to, the fervour and passion for Singapore which rose to the
fore from the SON Hong Kong deliberation process was quite unexpected. It was
heart-warming.” (SON Hong Kong report, pg. 8, para 24). Besides bolstering the
Singaporean spirit and goodwill, SON Hong Kong was also an excellent platform for
committed overseas Singaporean professionals to engage with, and contribute to their

birth country as part of its global pool of talent resources.

3 Moving ahead, members of SON Hong Kong will continue to be attuned to
developments in Singapore as a partner of Majulah Connection (MC), a private-sector
led business network that brings together Overseas Singaporeans and Friends of
Singapore globally. The establishment of MC, a recommendation prescribed by both
SON Hong Kong and SON US, was warmly welcomed by DPM Lee. For a start, the
Majulah Connection plans to establish links in seven cities: Beijing, Hong Kong,

London, New York, San Francisco, Shanghai and Sydney.

4 According to Francis Heng, Chairman of SON Hong Kong: “It is clear from
the SON Hong Kong experience that Singaporeans overseas are eager to be updated
and to play a role in the developments back home. That SON US also proposed that a
permanent platform be established for such purposes demonstrates the fruitfulness of

the SON initiative. Although SON Hong Kong has officially wrapped up, its



members support and look forward to working with Majulah Connection to further

enhance the networking among overseas Singaporeans and with Singapore.”

5 David Tan, Director & Head of Contact Singapore, who worked closely with
the group, said “SON was an excellent platform to rally together overseas
Singaporeans, for a common cause — to collectively brainstorm on securing
Singapore’s long term prosperity. Clearly, it proved to be an enriching and positive
experience for all. It also showed that while these Singaporeans may be working
overseas, they are no quitters. Their hearts are very much staying with Singaporeans

here in Singapore.”

6 To express its appreciation towards the members of SON Hong Kong for their
contributions and enthusiasm, CONTACT SINGAPORE, the Secretariat of the
network, will hold an appreciation cocktail reception on 10 December 2002 in Hong

Kong.

7 The SON Hong Kong report is available online at the ERC website:

WWW.EIC.Zov.sg
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